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Baby elephant loses half its trunk to poacher trap

m A BANY ele
phant In Suma-
tra dnkand has had half of her trunk
amputated after being caught In
whist authorities sald was a trap set
by poachers who prey on the endan-
gered species

The onesyear-old female s amon,
the last of the lslands 700 wile
Sumatran elephants, She was found
very weak with a snare still embed-
ded In her almost-severed trunk on
Sunday In Alue Meuraksa, a forest
ed village In the Aceh Jaya district,
sald Agus Arfanto, the head of Aceh
province’s conservation agency

“I'is obviously was intended to
poach endangered animals to eam
money,” Arianto sald in a state.
mont

“We will cooperate with law

enforcement agenches in an invest
gation™

Arlanto sald the elephant calf
was apparently left behind by the
herd due to her deterforating condi
tot after being caught In the spare
trap, allegedly set by a poacher

He sald that wildiife officlaly on
Monday hid to amputate half of the
trundc in o He-saving operation

Conservationists say that the
coronavirus pandemic has led o
Incressed poaching In Sumatra as
villagers turn to hunting for eco
nomic reasons,

In July, an elephant was Tound
without Its head at a palm planta
tlon In East Aceh, Police arrested a
suspected poacher along with four

eople accused of buying vory
rom the dead animal. Thelr trials

are stlll ongolng since last month

They face up to five years in pris
on and i fine of 100 milllon ruplah
CRMZ9, 1000 11 Tound gullry.

he number of Sumatran ele-
ahants that have died as o result of

ing snared and polsoning has
reached 25 In the past nine years in
Eant Aceh distriet alone, Arlanto
sald,

The International Unlon  for
Conservation of Nature, or TUCN,
hos ralsed the stutus of the
Sumatran elephant from endan-
gered to critically endangered in its
2012 Red List, mostly because of o
sighificant drop In the population
as indicated by the loss of over 69%
of its potential habitat in the Last 25
yours - the equivalent of one gen
erathon. — AP

Still standing strong: The elephant calf that lost half of its trunk being
treated at an elephant conservation centre in Saree, Aceh Besar, — AP
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