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How Nepal has managed to double its tiger populatlon

Dy OOLAM MOSTAFA

AMONG the 13 tiger mange coun
tries in the world, Nepal is hoading
towarts becoming the first country
1o meet the goal of doubling |
tiger populstion - termed TX2
(tigen times two) - by 2022 In
2000, Nepal had roughly 121 wild
tigers, but according 1o the 2018
consun reports, now it has 235 of
these magnificent wild cats, which
Indicates » 9% increase within 10
yoary,

Om the contrary, despite Nengal
tigers beinyg an inextricable part of
our identity, Bangladesh has shown
littde progress in reaching the TX2
goal by 2022, As reparted by the
SOUN tger consas, Bangladesh s
now home (o 114 Bengal tgers - an
insigrtiBcant beap from the 2015
census where the tiger count stood
At 1040, Nepil has abown such tre
mendous progress over the years
that now it has more Bengal tigers
than the entire Bengal reglon, after
which these big cats are named
Currently. the Bengal reglon, con
sisting of Bangladesh and the state
of West Bergal of India, has 203
thpets In it forests, & number
which ks nowhere near to Nepals

In this 2018 file photo, & group of Nepal women take part in a
community anti-poaching patrol to protect tigers i Bardia National Park,
some S500km south-west of Kathmandu ~ AFP

DOOEINK thger count

Despite being ane of the poarest
countries in the workd, Nepal has
put an extraordinary effort in
increasing the tiger ?upulanun In
iy foreats since the 2010 Tiger
Surmmit. it has taken multiple inig
atives involving bath political ent

thes and Jocal communities that
ensured A sharp rise in the tiger
count. To begin with, Nepal first
idenufied the factors that are
responsible for the decline in tiger
population. 1t effectively reduced
tiger poaching and apprehended
the ringlesders involved with the

plobal network of tiger poaching.
In 2014 1t wan the only tiger-runge
country in the world with aero
poaching. It even used unmanned
aerial wehicles (UAVY) to stop
poaching of ugers and other
pear-exunct animals [t estabilished
maore than 400 cliteen centric
anthpoaching unit across the
Country 1o prevent ponching by
mantitoring important wildlile cor
ridors

In addition, Nepal has ploneered
In funceionsl and robst habitat
management. 1t has expanded the
border of key tiger habitaty, chear
ing the way for the tigers to roam
around freely with a tolerable tiger
density. Nepal has abso strength
ened ity forest authoritys capecity
0 help mrmg.w & vital role in
meeting the TX2 goal by allocating
mare budget, manpower, and mod
o eguipment, In order to
decrease human-tiger conflict, the
ountry worked with the Jocal
cottununities 1o voluntarily relo
cate villagers from the protected
forest areas, and put comenendable
effort in decreasing dependency on
forest products. The country has
also empowered the local people to
take wteps On thelr own to protect
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the nearby forests, and has lelt
2% of its forests to the local com.
munities W manage, which result
o In 2 peacelal co-esistence
between the tgers and the
humans
Purthermure, roalising the

importance of a stabiiised prey
hase, Nepal took meassires 1o
epsure sultable habitat for key
prey species, Nepal built dozens of
Lnnuh In strategically importam

peations, set up solar technolo-
£y-based freshwater colrwes, and
estabilished new reserved forests to
madntain knkage betwoen major
tiger and prey habitats

Over the past 20 years,

Hanghodesh has Jost 3K tigers to
poaching activities, tger buman
conflicts, and other lssues. The
Nepal model can be handy in deal
ing with these msues. By following
the Nepal moded, Hangladesh
should be able to create effective
local anth-poaching units and lnk
ate campaigns 1o help the ruml
population avoid tiger-human con
Nices. 1t can also help Bangladesh
In ersuring an efTective habitst
managemment for both the tgern
and the prey species. - The Dally
StasiAska News Network
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