A geopark to preserve
lil _._estone h_ltts

: RIVING along thg};xjgb.ways and' mmk roads in Malaysia
e bre an;,!cularly if one loves nature.
of

mgmﬂcen green jungles of o
- : iraititbresm in the world to waterfa
natural wonders to beho!d. One of these is clearly visible from the
Norﬂi-Soum\Expressway near Ipoh — the limestone hills of Kinta
Valley. They come in all shapes and sizes, and many wonder at just
how these hills were shaped by forces unseen acon:
home to karst outerops and craggy jungle-topped ;
liths. Most of them a.tecloakedinvngmi I richin flora
fauna — home to serows, monkeys, birds, orchids and ;But
Ipoh residents and those who f;ﬂéfquenﬂY pass these natural won-
ders would have: noticed over r the years that many of the hills have
slowly disappeared, their sha ' changed not by natural forces.
Sadly, these hills have ‘been exploited by quarry ope:ators to
extract limestone, marble, lime and aggregate for use in ]
building and the construction of houses.

The tragedy on Monday, where two people were killed when a
landslide struck a villa at The Banjaran Hotsprings Retreat, is a | !
strong and formidable reason why there should be a stop to the |/
clearing of limestone hills. Over the years, there have been many

landslides, some ma;onandsome mi-

T # «.if nothing:is  nor landslips. ‘But they are all signs

" done, Perak  that we have interfered with nature. |

5 ‘Reportedly, the oldest limestone hills, | .

may be known - formed about 450 million years ago,

as the ‘State of %ggear;-;g ﬁﬂﬁmmmvﬂe&ﬁ;g
WETST] o2 ey, 0 arn e

Flattened Htlls * - ak-Thailand border. The younge

ones (about 220 million years old) are

around the Pahang-Kelantan border. The Kinta Valley is the largest

limestone geologlcal formation, stretching from Tapah in the

south to Lintang in the north with Ipoh in the middle.

Environmentalists are concerned that if nothing is done, Perak
may be knowmas the “State of Flattened Hills”. The question
playing on theirminds is whether the limestone hills are preserved i
and gazetted as protected areas under the National Parks Act1980
and Wildlife Protection Act 1972 They v “the lack of conservation
effor{s has resulted in the hlllsbei.ng d&en'oyed by uncontrolled or
poorly m; -

> Jovers ave: repeatedly called on the
tthe limestone formations and gazette.
S | ‘ ‘save them from quarry activities. They
say —and rightly so — the ecological, scientific and heritage legacy‘-'-
of the lzmestone ‘hills must be preserved: e
In 2013, it was reported that the Perakg ; ;nment had plansto
turn the limestone. hills into a tourist attraction. It had proposed
to build a geopatk, : ‘EInesm des!gnated area containing one or
more sites of p r geological importance, aimed at con-
i hills’ geological heritage and promoting public aware-
ness, It’s similar to th .Guangm Resource Natio -G
Guilin, China, fame LS.




