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EFFORTS to strengthen communh
ty-baned tourlsm (CHT) In Sarawak
will be further intensified through
comemorcialisation and craft devel
opment programmes, said
Tourlsm, Arts und Culture Minister
Datuk Seri Nancy Shulel,

Nancy, who Is also Datang
Sadong Member of Parliament sald
that apart from enjoying the beau
1y of Sarawak's flora and fauna,
ourists are also looking for o dir
ferent kind of tourism experience
such as obtaining unique craft
products which each district in the
atate could fully utilise to thelr
advantage

She ks confident that
Sarswakians could generate lucra-
e income making and selling
crafts hecause between Jan 1 and
Sept 30 thiv year, the 1,109 cralt
entrepreneurs in the state man
aged o generate more than
M1 7o) 4y winles

“I'his shows that we (residents)
benefit a lot. So in this case, the
minkstry, through agencies such as
the Sarawak branch of the
Malaysian Handicenft Dovelopment
Corporation will actively empower
community-based tourism which ks
one of the segments under ecotours
Inm,” e sald in an Interview,

Apart from that, to further pro
mote Sarawak to the world, Nancy
saddd the mlnb\uY Is also planning
1o higghlight all that the state con
ofler 1o international tourists at
Expo 2020 Dubal, which Is running
fram October to March 2022,

She sald the ministry would utl-
Hse the main slot in week 13 of the
expo 1o promote Sarawal as an
ocotourism based destination, as
well as a venue for international
conferences and exhibitions.

This has garnered RM457mil (n
rovenue for Sarawak in the past 10
yoars,

The mindatry his also met with
the Sarawak government to coordi-
nite and drive the development of
nine ecatourism clusters it had
Identified lmlmllnr Lundu-
Sematan-Telok Melano-Tanjung
Dat; Bako-Santubong Kubah-
Semengeoh:Ban Padawan; Sri
Aman-Batang AlUlu Sungal
Menyang-Maludam; Sibu-Kapit-
Tunoh-Baleh Palagus; and Mukah
Daro-Pulau Beult-Tanjung Manis,

Nancy sald the establishment of
these ecotourism clusters way 1o

A woman looking for ambal at a beach near Kuching, one of the many

o

ecotouriam experiences tourists can try in the state. — Phatos: Bernama

ensure that the locations could be
developed sustainably through CHT
activities ax well i to enable holis-
tle development of the homestay
experionce programme,

She said {n terms of sklls and
tradning, the minlstry Is ready to
offer tourksm upshdlling and reskill
Ing rroumnmws to local residents
so that they could compete wignifl
cantly at the international level,

In a separate report by Bernama,
Samwak Tourkam, Arts and Culture
Minister Datuk Seri Abdul Karim
Rabuman Hamzah sald that the
tourinm sector in the state has been
showing st of recovery since
October, which recorded tourivm
receipts of RMA7 A8mil compared
1o RM42,.5mil in the same perlod
lawt year

The tourism rocelpts increased
1% while the number of visitors
rose 14% 1o 20,926 people from
TRI38 in October 2020,

“This Is a positive development
for Savawak tourdsm,” he sakd, add-
Ing that there were 19,310 domes-

tie visitors in October this year, a
25% Increase over the 15,571 In the
same month last year,

However, the number of forelgn
visltors dropped 45% to 1,616 from
the 2,907 registered In October
20020,

Abdul Karim sald the implemen-
tation of compulsory gquarantine
was b contributing factor (o the
droj

‘rmn understand why the figure
dropped. The entry restrictions
wore imposed to prevent the
sproad of Covid-19 casen, Ay 2
result, no forelgners wanted to
come here because they had 10
undergo the mandatory two week
quarantine upon arrival” he
added,

Abdul Kartm said Sarawak need-
ed to adhere to the !m)pmul by the
Nutlonal Recovery Councll meeting
recently to open the country’ bor-
dery to International visitors by fan
1 the latent,

“1 think we (n Sarawak must
adhere to i 1 the opening of the
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Sarawak gets crafty

The state sets its eyes on promoting community-based tourism.

Casuaring troes were recently planted at the Teluk Arong Eco Fores!
Park in Mersing

borders becomes a reality, it will
enible touriym activities in the
sate to continue 1o recover,” he
added

Inspired by Nami Island

Llsewhere, casuaring trees, com-
monly knawn as rhu, were planted
atthe Tetuk Arong Forest Keo Park
In Mmmi(. Johor recently, The
park was inspired by the landscape
on Nami Island in South Korea,
and Is set to be o new attraction for
lucal and International wurists,

ohor Forestry director Datuk
Sakim Aman said that they took
Inspiration from Nami an the sland
In fammous wmong teurists from sl
over the world

"We choso casuaring trees 1o
Ilhllll around the Teluk Arong

‘orest Leo Park to ensure that they
become a new attraction for visi:
tors, The park ks still in the process
of development, and will be
rqm;xml with public facilities
Including public twilets,
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“We also propose that the con-
cept of 'car camping' be developed
In the parl.” he told reporters after
the park's recent groundbreaking
coremany, officiated by Johor
Mentert Hesar Datule Hasnd
Mohammad

He sald that there were four
development components in the
aren, namely the Arong State Park
Forest Commplex, Gunung Arong
chimbing track, restoration area
und Teluk Arong Forest Eco Park;
the aren iy expected to be complet-
ed within five year.

Haunl ald that the Mersing dis-
trict his potential, espocially in the
taurism sector,

“We have discussed the marine
based higher education centre
that Is seen (o have the potential
10 b developed L this districe.
Through the existence of this
education centre, it will further
highlight the state's treasures, as
well as Increase local (economic)
development,” he sald
Bornama
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