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SPARKING A ROOFTOP SOLAR REVOLUTION

By D. RAJ and RJ DEVAN

THE Urban Trassformation Centre
m Ipoh mdeed Lves up to s name.
Once a dirty wet marked, i became
# malland-market In 195 before
part af the mall became a mult) pur
pose sdministratve centre.

Now. it hos seen another transfor-
mation. It & currently a solarpow

ered cutting the Ipoh City
Counals electricy bill by 22% and
bringing a total savings of about
RM2 Sl

It i one of many ¥ S0bar
projects by TNE subsidiary GSPARX
10 help people lower their bills and
reduce the countrys carbaon foos
prnt.

Rooflop solar projects are not
really new In the country and there
are companies offering the salu
tion, GSPARX, however, 15 set to be
right up there despite the competi-
ton

After all, the company which was
st up I 2018 has the backing of
TNB as s parest company with a
proven wack record for 72 years
which allows it 1o make offers oth
o3 Cannot.

It has a vory lowbarner entry
point, with 2e10 capex for cumps
nies and indusiries that want to
have solar rooftop ene:

“Our sl is 1o brsdge the financial
gaps faced by comumercial, indusid
al and government (C1G) segments
0 going solar. With our sero-capex
solutson, the cusamer doesn't have
10 comye up with any capisal cost to
enjoy solar energy.” savs GSPARX
managing director Elmée Fairul
Mashurt

GSPARX provides free consulta
tion for custamers to better under
stand the pain points and optiom

-

TNB subsidiary GSPARX

that best sult their needs. All the
customers need (0 do s algn up.
GSPARX does the d and insesd-
lation while the billing s dome
under the oxisting TNE systom, The
SaVEngs can come up o anything
from RMZmdl 10 RM30mil over the
years

And there's o bonws GSPARX
tokes care of the maisenance for
the deration of the contract, wheth-
er it is for 10, 20 ar 25 years - with
all the extra electricity generated
stored in the matanal under
the Net Energy Metering (NDM)
neherre

T

»

L
Solar panets mstalled by GSPARX on the rooftop of UTC Perak. GSPARX
takes care of the maintesance for the duration of the contract, with &8
the exa electnity genecatod stored In the national grd under the Net
Energy Metering scheme

)

The customer juse ﬂu)\ the
moathly bIL with savings that
reach 300-50% of thelr usual oost.
NEM 1s a W0-year offer, but with
bastery tochnclogy growing in leagn
and bounds & competitive pricing,

makes solar energy affordable

ooenenercial and Iindustry custome
inchading universines and hospatals.

Universii Tun Hussein Omn in
Johor, for instance, has Dbeen
installed wuth over 15000 roofiop
solar panels spanning a total
3352 1sqm - that's the size of about
four football fNedds - producing
around TMWp af power.

The students even got & free unit
that can rate 10KWp, enough to
power a with & KMAO) month
1y edectriciy bill. It provides 2 Jearn-
ing opportunaty for the students and
lecturors i solar photovoltak (°V)
lmssallntion and the industry. Ity o
draw na others can bring

However, GSPARX is not about to
bank on the TNB beand adone (o
grow. Distead, says Chmie, It intencls
o provide quality solstians as sell-
ing points. Customers it only get
10 g0 wreen bul aso reduce thedr
ballls at zero cost

GSPARX also creates business
and job opportunities for solar
Power inet S Via I vendor pro-
grammes. besides helping the
Government achieve is renewable
enargy tangpet

While the price of solar panels
has seen a ﬂmzxcnu the years, it
remains costdy for many, However.
for those with monthly clectricity
by of abowe RMI150Q, it's worth the

at the end of the decade most excess  initial outlay.

roaftop solar can probably be stored For industries and commercal
In briefcasesized | that will ¢ % 0 must

provide power ro und-ahe-cock. Elmle says thaot despite the pan-

“We want 10 crease a situasion
where solar is sccessible becasse
GSPARX has modie 3t affordable. In
fact, when you think solar. you
think GSPAKL" Elmie said.

GSPARX aleeady has 0 how of

demic lockdowns - or maybe
because of them - more ¢ its
are woldng up 10 solar s the mark
of & new dawn.

“Over the past two years, we have
delivered all our profects and we
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have aver 20MWp of roafiep solar
power golng operational by the end
of 2021," be said

Soon, even housing estates are
likely 10 come solar-ready with
GSPARX as the main insaller as
developers aim 1o offer sastainable
and smurt home sebutions

Sime Darby Propertys [ham
Residence at Elmina Grove in Shah
Alam, expectod 1o be delivered in
2023, s already pact of the solar
revolution.

Other developers are alio coming
o hoard but those already living in
homes and highsuse bullfings can
join the sefar revolution 1o, After
all. roafiop solar can be Insalied for
the use of commun facilities such as
the condo loblies, gyms, indoor
parking and many more

For residential  custemers
GSPARX & looking at with
mubtiple paviment optlons, such as
zero interest in aredit cards and
loans, M is collaborating with
Maybonk for morgage loans and
Bank Islam for personal fimarcing
at attractive rates. Other fnancial
Imstitutions muy soon join in

Ower 1he last theve yoars, GSPARX
has secured 100MWp of raftop
solar profects with residensial and
commercial customers, including
the likes of Mydin Public Works
Department, government minks-
tries and agencles. Sime Darby. uni-
versities, local counclls and facto
thes.

GSPARX targets 10 secure
00MWp of rooftep solar PV capac
iy, eguavalent to pawerisg  about
60,000 bomnes for a year,

There's definitely a lot more 10
come for GSPARX
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