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People queuing up to get water from a water tank truck in Subang Jaya yesrerday PIC BY AZIAH AZMEE

the victims.”

He said the government had

‘MB: Impose heavier penalties on perpetrators

failed to live up to its promises.
Pakatan Harapan had, in its

14th General Election manifesto,

pledged to resolve Selangor’s wa-

OWEr.

“They promised that water ser-
vices would be improved, but it :
! measures against tho e found
i guilty of polluting the country’s
i water supply.
brate Christmasin a day, and they :
are worried whether they are go-

has only gotten worse.
“Consumers are the ones who
are suffering. People will cele-

ing to get water.”

ruling coalition and opposition
should work together to resolve
the issue.

“Should the government fail to
act on this water disruption, it

general election.

have a huge effect on all.”

The Sungai Semenyih water ;
treatment plant was forced to !
shut down completely yesterday :
due to odour pollution, caused by :
parties who disposed of illegal :

toxic waste with solvent odours
into IWK sewage manholes in
Bandar Bukit Mahkota.

consumer accounts in Petaling,
Hulu-Langat, Kuala Langat and
Sepang have been affected.

e within 100 days of com- ;
DENGKIL. Selangor Menteri Besar
Datuk Seri Amirudin Shari _has

'a

KAJANG: Checks showed that the
manholes in Bandar Bukit
Mahkota here, which were be-
lieved to have been used by un-
scrupulous parties to dispose of

i chemical waste, are accessible to
i the public.

Berita Harian reported that its
checks in Jalan BM 7/10 here re-
vealed two access roads that
could be used to enter the area.
The access points were un-
guarded, as they formed part of a
residential area.
However, many of the houses
were under construction and ap-
pear to have been abandoned.
The area is overrun with weeds
. and undergrowth.

ased on observations, the re-
noteness of the area means it

uld not be difficult for anyone
o carry out dumping undetect-
ed and without drawmg suspi-

- cion.

The area also served asadump-
ing ground for construction ma-
terial, old furniture and domestic
waste. Also seen was ewdence of
open burning

A mamtenance worker, who de-

clined to be named, said the man-
i hole covers could be opened by
anyone.

“For us workers,; we use a spemal

 tool to open the manhole to con-

“Manhole covers can be
‘opened by anyone

duct work inside. However, anyone
can do so if he uses a crowbar.

“I suppose this is how some
people avoid properly and legal-
ly disposing of their chemical
waste, which could run into

-thousands of ringgit,” said the

worker.

On Sunday, Indah Water Kon-
sortium (IWK) said it would seal
all manholes in the areas near its
water treatment plant in Bandar
Bukit Mahkota to prevent inci-
dences of chemical dumping. .

Selangor Environment, Green
Technology and Consumer Af-
fairs Committee chairman Hee
Loy Sian was quoted as saying
that IWK had agreed to perma-
nently seal around 20 manholes
inthe area.

The Kajang Municipal Council
and IWK have been instructed to
conduct 24-hour patrols at entry
and exit points in the area. Police
have also been asked to patrol
the areas to keep out tres-
passers.

Hee Had said while the area
around the treatment plant was
largely abandoned, its sewage
treatment infrastructure was *
complete. _

He said in the future, closed-
circuit television cameras would

be installed to boost security.

He said punishments were in-
adequate to punish those respon-

i sible for such acts.
He also said the water crisis :
should not be politicised and the :

“We hope the energy, science,
technology, environment and cli-

i mate change minister will im-
i pose: heavier penalties on cul-
i prits,” he said after visiting the
i Tasik Idaman pond here yester-
; day.

will be no surprise if we see a :
change in government in the next

Selangor Water Management
Authority (LUAS) is pumping wa-

: ter from Tasik Idaman to Sungai
“Water is a fundamental need :
for consumers. This is going to

Semenyih to stabilise and dilute
the odour caused by the pollution.

On Saturday, the water treat-
ment plant was forced to shut
down due to odour pollution,
caused by people illegally dispos-
ing of chemical waste at the inlet
around the Indah Water Konsor-
tium (IWK) plant.

An estimated 1.5 million people

: were affected by the disruption.
Following the closure, 336,930 :

Amirudin said harsher punish-

: ments were needed as water dis-

ruptions due to pollution hap-
pened too frequently.

‘mental Quality Act

Under the Environmental

Quality Act 1974, those found
guilty of such offences can be
fined a maximum of RM500,000
and be jailed for no more than
five years. :
_ He said the culprits
behind the incident
had yet to be identi-
fied.

In May, Energy, Sci-
ence, Technology, En-
vironment and Cli-
mate Change Minister
Yeo Bee Yin said the
government aimed to
replace the Environ-

1974 with a new act,
which would see
greater enforcement
powers and stiffer
punishments meted
out torthose who pollute the en-
vironment.

She said the new law would fo-
cus on boosting enforcement and
legislative powers, given that cur-
rent laws were insufficient to
tackle environmental issues.

It was reported that the pro-
posed amendment to the act is
expected to be tabled in Parlia-
ment next year.

Amirudin Shari

Amirudin said several mea-
sures had been taken to improve
‘the situation.

“We have begun pumping wa-

ter from Tasik Idaman to Sungai
Semenylh Hopefully, this will
help with the dilution
and subsequently re-
‘duce the odour pollu-
tion.

“We are pumping 12
million litres and an-
other machine is on
the way so that we can
pump another 12 mil-
lion litres,” he said,
adding that the pro-
cess would take about
24 hours.

Taps may continue
to run dry on Christ-
mas day as Penguru-
san Air Selangor Sdn
Bhd yesterday said supply in af-
fected areas in the Klang Valley
would return in stages starting
midnight and will be fully re-
stored in three days.-

Given that the disruptions were
on-alarge scale, Air Selangor said
the recovery period for cus-
tomers would vary from one area
to another depending on the ge-
ographical location and altitude

of the customers’ premises.

“The process of increasing the
balance pool level and chan-
nelling it to the distribution sys-
tem as well as the service pools at
the affected areas are underway
before water supply can be pro-
vided for the staged recovery pro-
cess.

“Consumers in the VlClth of
the distribution system will re-
ceive water supply beginning
m1dn1ght tonight (yesterday).

“Air Selangor expects water
supply to be fully restored in
Petaling, Hulu Langat, Kuala
Langat and Sepang and parts of
Putrajaya within 72 hours,” it said
in a statement.

It said water tank trucks would
continue to be mobilised to af-
fected areas.

Affected residents are advised
to get the information on the
water disruption via Air Selan-
gor’s mobile phone application,
website (wWww.airselan-
gor.com.my), Facebook page
(Air Selangor), or Twitter ac-
count (@airselangor).

Users facing an emergency can
send a text message to 15300, or a
WhatsApp message to 019-281
6793 or 019-280 0919. -



